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Common Sense Media Hosts “Learning and Growing in a Digital Age” 

 
Event features remarks by FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski 

 

A public forum about creating digital opportunity for families through  
innovation in education and by empowering both parents and kids online 

 
WHAT:    A public forum for leaders from Silicon Valley and Washington, D.C., to discuss 

the best strategies for bringing technology innovations to our schools -- and other 
learning settings -- and bringing the benefits of the digital revolution to parents 
and kids while addressing online risks. 

 

WHEN:    Tuesday, Sept. 21, 2010 

8:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 
 

WHERE: Computer History Museum 
1401 N. Shoreline Blvd. 
Mountain View, CA 
 

AGENDA: 8:15 – 9 a.m.  
Interactive Technology Showcase and continental breakfast 
 
9 – 9:20 a.m. 
Introductory Remarks by James P. Steyer, CEO and Founder, Common 
Sense Media 
Opening Remarks by Julius Genachowski, Chairman, FCC 
 
9:20 – 10:30 a.m. 
Panel 1: Innovation in Education  
Panelists: 
Julius Genachowski, Chairman, Federal Communications Commission 
Karen Cator, Director of Education Technology, U.S. Dept of Education 
Murugan Pal, Co-Founder & President, CK-12 Foundation 
Shawn Covell, Vice President, Government Affairs, Qualcomm 
Patrick Gaston, President, Verizon Foundation 
 
Moderator: Geoffrey Cowan, Dean Emeritus, USC Annenberg School for 
Communication and Journalism 
 
10:50 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Panel 2: Empowering Parents and Kids with Technology 
Panelists: 
Joe Sullivan, Chief Security Officer, Facebook  
Sara DeWitt, Vice President, PBS KIDS Interactive 
Mandeep Dhillon, CEO and Co-founder, Togetherville 
Catherine Teitelbaum, Director, Child Safety & Product Policy, Yahoo! 
Marian Merritt, Internet Safety Advocate, Symantec 
 



Moderator: Wendy Lazarus, Founder and Co-President, The Children’s 
Partnership 

 
WHO:      Common Sense Media is dedicated to improving the lives of kids and families 

by providing the trustworthy information, education, and independent voice they 
need to thrive in a world of media and technology. We exist because our kids are 
growing up in a culture that profoundly impacts their physical, social, and 
emotional well-being. We provide families with the advice and media reviews 
they need to make the best choices for their children. Through our education 
programs and policy efforts, Common Sense Media empowers parents, 
educators, and young people to become knowledgeable and responsible digital 
citizens. For more information, go to: www.commonsense.org.  
 
PBS, with its nearly 360 member stations, offers all Americans -- from every walk 
of life -- the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television 
and online content. Each month, PBS reaches more than 120 million people 
through television and nearly 21 million people online, inviting them to experience 
the worlds of science, history, nature, and public affairs; to hear diverse 
viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. 
PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s 
most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th 
grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom 
lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its Web site, 
pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and 
nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is 
available at www.pbs.org. 
 
The Children’s Partnership is a national nonprofit, nonpartisan child advocacy 
organization with offices in Santa Monica, CA, and Washington, D.C. We 
undertake research, analysis, and advocacy to place the needs of America’s 
more than 70 million children and youth, particularly the underserved, at the 
forefront of emerging policy debates. For more information, visit 
www.childrenspartnership.org. 

 
USC Annenberg Center on Communication Leadership & Policy (CCLP) 
unites visionary ideals with impactful scholarship and practical applications. By 
conducting cutting-edge research and gathering some of the sharpest minds in 
the field, CCLP fosters breakthrough insights into some of today's most 
challenging issues. CCLP also provides hands-on learning opportunities for 
students and professionals, building the next generation of communication 
leaders. For more information, visit communicationleadership.usc.edu. 

 
For more information or to request an interview with the panelists or sponsors, 
please contact: 
 
Marisa Connolly 
mconnolly@commonsensemedia.org 
(415) 553-6703 
 
To request an interview with FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski, please contact: 
 
Jen Howard 
Jen.Howard@fcc.gov 
(202) 418-0506 
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