

The Traditional Core: Defined by CPB Support

Most efforts to define “Public Media” begin with the legacy organizations of Public Broadcasting, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, the national radio and TV networks, and the one thousand radio/TV stations that are “qualified” for federal support.


The Extended Core: includes closely associated organizations

The legacy, CPB-centric view of Public Media also contains a variety of organizations and individuals that receive occasional CPB support or who provide service to organizations in the Traditional Core.  This view of the “Extended Core” includes independent producers, producer associations, digital start-ups and support groups.  The second color suggests that members of this group often work/function outside the CPB-defined core.


The NEXT STEP: New entrants IDENTIFIED BY PUBLIC SERVICE VALUES

Public Media is changing—dramatically and swiftly—through the evolution of some older organizations and the emergence of entirely new efforts.  The older group includes (a) non-commercial media that function outside the CPB-supported system, (b) educational media and (c) organizations closely associated with universities and think tanks.  New entrants include (a) public service satellite/cable services, (b) digital journalism and digital media arts groups, and (c) Wikipedia.  In both cases, their primary connection to the legacy system is a shared set of public service values.


opening the lens to include international media

Many of the values that define Public Media in the United States were adopted from other English-speaking public service media, especially the BBC and CBC.  Both those organizations continue to influence U. S. Public Media through their standards, their productions and their innovations.


Funding the evolution of public media 

Over 40 years, the Traditional Core of Public Media has established a large base of renewable, diversified financial resources.  Some of the tax-funded pieces of this business model appear to be eroding, but other pieces remain strong.  The financial foundation for new forms of public media is still being designed.  As this process unfolds, foundations and philanthropists are providing a good deal of the working capital.
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FILLING OUT THE PICTURE: THE BLOGOSPHERE AND COMMERCIAL PUBLIC SERVICe 


The picture of Public Service Media in the U. S. would not be complete without two other large pieces: One is the blogosphere, which operates by its own rules, but which functions as a major contributor to the volume of public service media available each day.  The second sector is the continuing work of private, for-profit media companies, nationally and locally.
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